
 

 

FOUNTAIN URBAN RENEWAL AUTHORITY 
August 24, 2016 

Minutes 

Vice Chairman Paul Aragon called a regular monthly meeting of the Fountain Urban Renewal Authority 

to order at 6:12pm. Commissioners present included Tom Scriven, Steve Mosher, Phil Thomas and Bryan 

Kniep.  Also in attendance, FURA’s Executive Director (ED) Kimberly Bailey, CLA Carrie Bartow, 

Commissioner Dennis Hisey, and Intern Jennifer Stewart.  

Chairman Kniep presented for approval the July 27, 2016 meeting minutes. Scriven motioned for 

approval, second by Mosher, and passed unanimously by the board. 

UPDATES discussed: 

Olde Town 

Bailey informed the Board that City Manager Trainor presented to City Council on August 23rd to 

get approval on the purchase and installation of a new LED digital messaging signage for a cost 

of approximately $74,000. The permanent LED signage will replace the current temporary signs 

that are being loaned through the Water Department and look like CDOT roadway traffic signs. 

The new signs will be positioned at the north end of Olde Town and south east quadrant of 

Fountain Mesa, Mesa Ridge. CDOT has agreed to allow the signs because they will automatically 

populate Amber Alert messages to the public too. The new signs will scroll and display 

approximately 8-10 messages. Thomas stated that there have been past conversations about 

having display signs to direct the public where to go for emergency services such as: police and 

fire stations, hospitals, etc. Bailey stated that she could talk to the Olde Town Steering 

Committee about that topic. Kniep inquired about what the look of the signage would be; Bailey 

stated Trainor is working with the vendor. The signs are to be decorative and eye appealing; will 

share rendering once available.  

The Downtown Events Association (DEA) would like to present its remaining $4,500 in funds, 

from when the group disbanded, to the URA to start an art fund for beautification efforts in the 

Olde Town district. The check will be presented at a City Council meeting in October and 

through DEA representation. Bailey discussed with the Board that the Olde Town Steering 

Committee (OTSC) would likely be forming an art committee to decide the conceptual direction 

in terms of art for placement throughout the Olde Town district. Kniep inquired if the art fund 

could be used for things that house the art for pieces or strictly the pieces of art themselves; 

Bailey stated she was sure the DEA would be open to that but that the organization respectfully 

requests DEA recognition on the art.  

Bailey provided an update on the purchase of the Blast Park land and stated the closing date 

with BNSF is September 22, 2016. BNSF has required that a safety fence be installed in 90 days 

of closing. The Board discussed type of fencing and different design ideas to enhance the overall 

look of the future park. BNSF has only fence height requirements, so the design can be left up to 

the City to decide while working together with the URA. Aragon inquired about the Livery 

Stable, Bailey stated purchase of the Stable is a separate closing transaction. Kneip stated that 



 

 

there may be temporary fencing that can be put up while better options are explored; Bailey 

stated it’s a discussion that more involves the City Manager and Parks Manager.  

South Academy Highlands (SAH) 

Bailey provided a status update on the South Academy Highlands Phase II proposed project. The 

developer remains supportive of the idea but will not allocate any team, retail recruitment 

resources towards the project. She also updated the Board that the new Retail Strategies team 

that has been hired on by the City for two years is now tasked with the recruitment of the food 

and beverage component of Phase II. The Board acknowledged the retail and market challenges 

that the developer faces. Mosher asked about the Venetucci Road improvements; Bailey stated 

the improvements on the City’s end are tasked to be completed by late 2017.  

FINANCE accounting: 
 
CLA Bartow discussed FURA financials for the month of July. There were no questions from the Board.  
 
Aragon motioned for approval to sign Payable Checks #1145-1150 totaling $181,655, seconded by 

Thomas, and passed unanimously by the Board.  

1. Check #1145 - UMB - $7000.00 

2. Check #1146 – P.Benedetti - $680.00 

3. Check #1147 – Drexell Barrell - $3975.00 

4. Check #1148 – Anderson Analytics - $8000.00 

5. Check #1149 – Bank of New York Mellon Trust - $160,000 

6. Check #1150 – BNSF Railway Company - $2000.00 

The Chair asked if there was further business.  

No further topics were brought forth by subsequent board members; therefore a motion to adjourn was 

made by Mosher, seconded by Thomas, and passed unanimously at 6:41pm. 

An Executive Session commenced at 6:41pm regarding financial advice. The motion to adjourn the 

Executive Session was made by Mosher, seconded by Kneip and passed unanimously at 7:19pm. 

The Board discussed the $1.2 million financial commitment for Olde Town improvements that 

commenced at 6:41pm. Aragon motioned to approve the financial commitment set forth, Kniep 

seconded, passed unanimously by the Board at 7:29pm. 

      10-27-16   

Kimberly Bailey, Executive Director      Date 


