Fountain Colorado Retail Incentives 2015
The City of Fountain offers retail stores, restaurants and family entertainment venues a package of incentives to open new locations in city limits. 
A City loan program only for retailers is available. The City can provide upfront monies or sales tax rebates to qualified retailers, to be repaid by future tax revenues.  A strong track record is required.  Funds are limited. 
Other incentives have been used, depending on the store. These packages have included:
· Real property tax rebates
· Personal property tax rebates
· Use tax rebates
· City fees waived or rebated
· Special districts formation

· Urban renewal packages, including tax increment financing
City processes are expedited and staff acts as an agent to expedite approvals from other partner agencies, like the regional building department for building permits and sanitation districts. A Quick Response Team is in place to assure fast processing across all agencies and city departments. 
In order to start the process, the City economic development director will ask some questions about the property's value, number of employees, sales estimates, etc, in order to quantify the package and the value to the community. An application is on line at www.fountaincolorado.org. 
All incentives must be approved by Council, but negotiations are private. Most retail incentive packages taken to Council have been unanimously supported by City Council.  
NOTE: 
Other incentives offered by City and other partners to commercial and industrial businesses include:

· low interest loans 
· grants from various sources 
· Community Development Block Grants 
· State Economic Development Commission incentive packages 

· tax increment financing 

· special district formation

· tax exempt bond financing 

· workforce training grants and programs 

· New Market Tax Credits

· Brownfields redevelopment funds

· international business development 

· hiring assistance 

· Enterprise zone tax credits

· Economic Development Administration grants and programs and others. 
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