
 

According to the Consumer Product Safety 

Commission, misused or damaged extension 

cords cause roughly 3,300 residential fires each 

year.  The consequence of using an extension 

cord for un-intended uses can be deadly.  Before 

using an extension cord, ask yourself these three 

important questions: 

• Will I use the cord indoors or outdoors?  All 

cords that can be used outdoors are clearly 

marked, “Suitable for Use with Outdoor 

Appliances.”  Never use an   indoor 

extension cord outdoors.  This could result 

in an electric shock or fire hazard. 

• What is the total wattage rating of the 

appliances I’ll use with the cord?  Extension 

cords are labeled with valuable information 

about the use, size, wattage    rating, and 

gauge of the cord.  Never remove the tag 

from the cord for this information is needed 

for future references. 

• How far is the nearest outlet from where I 

will use the cord?  When you determine 

what size or gauge of        extension cord is 

needed, you also need to determine how 

long your cord needs to be.  A cord, based 
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on its gauge, can power an appliance of a 

certain wattage only at   specific distances.  As 

the cord gets longer, the current carrying 

capacity of the cord gets lower. 

The City of Fountain Utility Department 

encourages you to always use the proper 

extension cord for the job.  For more information 

on proper extension cord use, access the 

Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. website at: 

www.ul.com.    



Holidays are made of festive lighting, fresh baked 

goodies, close friends and family.  The City of 

Fountain Electric  Department wants you and 

your guests to celebrate the holiday season in 

safety and offers these tips: 

• Only use decorations for their intended 

purpose.   When decorating outdoors make 

sure to use  decorations designed for that 

form of use.  Failing to do so could result in  

damage to the decoration, tripping the circuit 

or even  causing electrical shock. 

• Use strings of lights that bear the UL symbol.  

This symbol means that UL engineers have 

tested samples of the product for risk of fire, 

electric shock and other hazards.  Use strings 

of lights with UL’s green  holographic labels 

indoors; use strings of lights with UL’s red 

holographic label either indoors or outdoors. 

• Stay away from overhead lines.  Always 

check by looking up for potential obstacles 

before raising a  ladder, adding decorations 

to a tree or while on a roof to avoid contact 

with powerlines. 

• Don’t overload electrical outlets.  If there 

are too many “plug-ins” and not enough 

outlets, use a power strip to provide the 

correct number of outlets and     

amperage for your needs.  Overloading 

an outlet will trip the circuit and is a fire 

hazard. 

• Don’t use staples or nails to hang strings 

of lights.  This could damage the inside of 

the cord’s wire  insulation, which can 

create a fire or shock hazard. 

• Inspect electrical decorations before use.  

Old and new decorations could have 

damage such as cracked sockets; frayed, 

loose or bare wires; and loose 

connections.  If an inspection of a 

decoration reveals any of these damages 

it should be replaced to avoid electric 

shock or starting a fire. 

• Keep children and pets in mind when 

decorating.  Children and pets are very 

curious when changes are made to their 

surroundings during the holiday seasons, 

so remember to keep decorations 

out of reach.  

• Turn off all electrical strings of lights and 

decorations before leaving 

home or going to bed.  Never 

leave light strings or electrical 

decorations operating unattended.  

• Keep a free flow of air around your 

decorations and appliances.  Most 

decorations and appliances, need to have 

a free flow of air around them so they do 

not overheat.  Overheating could 

damage the  item or even cause a fire. 

• Never carry any appliance or decoration 

by its cord, doing so could damage the 

wiring, making it a fire or electrical 

hazard the next time it is used. 

The City of Fountain Utility Department 

wishes you a Happy and Safe Holiday 

Season.  For more information, visit 

Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. at 

www.ul.com. 
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